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26 June 2018 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
 
I wrote to you on 9 February about the evidence gathering and analysis which the Education 
and Skills Committee had undertaken on the Scottish Government’s legislative proposals for 
education reform.  Today I am setting out to Parliament the next phase of our action to 
empower schools across Scotland.  I will not be introducing the Education Bill to parliament 
at this time.  
 
The Government has consulted extensively on how we can best empower and support our 
schools.   I have listened carefully to our International Council of Education Advisers, our 
education professionals, local authorities, parents and pupils.  They have told me that, whilst 
they strongly support the principle of empowering schools, they would prefer an approach to 
achieving our goals which does not involve new legislation.  
 
I have decided instead to pursue an approach to reform based on building consensus and 
working in collaboration with partners to deliver cultural change and enhanced capacity.  
That approach has already enabled us to establish the Regional Improvement Collaboratives 
and has now enabled us to achieve a landmark agreement with local government which will 
see the Headteachers’ Charter, meaningful school empowerment, collaboration, better 
parental engagement and consistent pupil participation, delivered across Scotland.  That 
agreement is published today along with a draft of the Education (Scotland) Bill.   
 
We will, therefore, begin work on implementing the reforms, to which both local government 
and the Scottish Government are committed, immediately.  I will monitor the delivery of the 
reforms over the course of the next academic year and if sufficient progress is not made in 
implementing the roadmap agreed with local government, I will introduce the Education 
(Scotland) Bill to Parliament.  
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I am sure that the committee will continue to take a keen interest in these reforms and in our 
progress towards implementing them.  I look forward to continuing to work with you as we 
deliver further improvements in Scottish education.  

JOHN SWINNEY 


